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Derby Regional Hospital — Adjournment Debate 
HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.21 pm]: I rise this evening 
to respond to comments that were made in this house by Hon Robin Chapple on 8 September during the 
adjournment debate relating to the Derby Regional Hospital and his stated concern that essential health services 
were being stripped away in Derby and that royalties for regions money should be used as a solution to solve 
those perceived issues that the honourable member described.  

In the first instance, the royalties for regions fund should not be looked to for repairing or dealing with issues 
that the honourable member raised. They are the responsibility of the Department of Health, the arm of 
government that is responsible for the hospital in Derby. Under the current government, considerable 
expenditure has been set aside for the Kimberley, in particular, the Derby region. On 10 September Hon Kim 
Hames, the Minister for Health, delivered a media statement announcing the provision of almost $8 million to 
expand renal services in the Kimberley. The Derby hospital was singled out to receive a boost of $5.6 million for 
dialysis services. The expansion of those services will enable 24 patients to be treated, up from the current four, 
with future capacity to treat 40 patients. This investment is supported by the federal government’s contribution 
of $8.6 million. These services are scheduled to commence on completion of the new facilities in April 2011.  

Derby hospital has been identified as the location for a memorandum of understanding between the Minister for 
Health, Dr Hames, and the Unity of First People of Australia, whose president is Ernie Bridge. An amount of 
$500 000 per annum has been allocated to the A Roadmap Towards Better Health program. This is almost 
double the amount that was previously provided to this organisation.  

The WA Country Health Service is still addressing the staff shortage in the Kimberley. A total of $700 000 has 
been committed to refurbish existing staff houses in Derby. That will be completed by the end of 2010. The 
royalties for regions fund has also contributed considerably to augmenting the expenditure that rightfully is the 
core business of the Department of Health and the Minister for Health. So far over $190 million has been 
allocated through the royalties for regions program to support health services and health infrastructure in 
Western Australia. Projects include $40 million to the patient assisted travel scheme and $29.8 million to the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service. Many members would be aware that on Sunday three more planes were 
commissioned using royalties for regions funding. When the commissioning occurred on Sunday, only one of the 
planes was present because two had already been pressed into service. Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital has received 
$15.5 million; Nickol Bay Hospital, $10 million; Albany Regional Hospital, $60.9 million; Pilbara health 
partnership, $32.9 million; and Pilbara health equipment, $2.5 million. That is a pretty good effort considering 
that we are only 12 months into this government. There is no doubt that further initiatives over the period of this 
government will see health services and amenities in the region improve dramatically thanks to the initiatives of 
the Liberal-National alliance and with the addition of royalties for regions funding.  

The royalties for regions program has committed $200 million to support the construction of 400 new 
Government Regional Officers’ Housing buildings. Of those, 76 will be going into the Kimberley. Work has 
commenced on that housing project.  

The Greens (WA) have stated that they support regional Western Australia and they support royalties for 
regions. They held the balance of power in this house for four years. What did they do for regional Western 
Australia? It is interesting to note that in their criticism of royalties for regions prior to the election, the amount 
of money that they felt should rightfully be calculated to come to the royalties for regions program would have 
been less than $250 million. Every time they stand up in Parliament, we hear that we should be putting royalties 
for regions money into Derby hospital, Indigenous disadvantage and Ribbons of Blue—all these things that we 
are dealing with in this government both with core funding and with royalties for regions funding. As I have 
already mentioned in this house, royalties for regions is three per cent of the state budget and cannot be expected 
to fix the incredible backlog of neglect and the rundown of services that have occurred in regional Western 
Australia over recent governments.  

It is very interesting to note that the Nationals have been criticised for their calculation of royalties for regions. 
There is debate about how much royalties come back into Western Australia. I draw the attention of members to 
the way the Greens would calculate royalties for regions. The member for Fremantle, Adele Carles, commented 
in the other house that because she represents three times the voter base of the Nationals, if the Greens had the 
equivalent power, they would have a fund capped at $3 billion instead of $1 billion. How is that for a way to 
calculate royalties for regions! Does that stand up when the Greens accuse us of lack of governance and lack of 
rigour in our calculations? If they had the opportunity to deliver royalties for regions, they would calculate it 
based on their voter base. I take this opportunity to suggest that the royalties for regions program and the core 
services provided by the Liberal-National alliance have delivered an incredibly increased amount of funding and 
services into regional Western Australia, far more than the Greens achieved during the four years that they held 
the balance of power.  
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